
Try a little harderTry a little harder

Ario 2024Ario 2024



Contents

Background

Upstream 2/7: Return to the 
Witch’s Eye

Tras La Jayada: Try a little 
harder

Other caves

What’s next?











 

Xitu: 1979-81

2/7: 1986-98
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C3/4: 1995-97
(Sistema 
Verdelluenga)

2010: Culiembro-
Xitu connection

2017: C4 to 2/7 
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connection

2019-23: Bill’s 
Cave (27/9) 
connection to 2/7
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Heart of the 
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2/7 via Tras La 
Jayada ??













Picos Prophecy On 7 August 2010 13:45, Rob Garrett wrote:

So I was looking back through some past 
expedition reports and I was reminded of 
something I'd noted at the time. The 'Holier Than 
Thou' inlet in 2/7 ends at a rising sump directly 
below Tras La Jayada. Checking the 1999 report, 
confirms that HTT inlet was notable for an 
extremely cold draught, "in particular, around 50m 
back from the sump there is a climb up through 
boulders that appears to take most of the strong 
draught that makes the whole of Holier Than Thou 
so cold."



Doubters: I don't think TLJ is a good lead, alas. The parallel 
shaft ends in a solid sand choke with no visible way on. 

The shaft is quite dangerous thanks to the falling lumps 
of ice.

Not sure if the TLJ lead is as interesting to me as a 
C/3 + C/4 exped that attempts to dive downstream to 
make the 2/7 link and also bolt upstream towards the 
bottom of caves with higher entrances.

If TLJ were an option I'd seriously consider wearing an 
armchair instead of a harness, the psychological and 
physical damage of getting to the bottom of Miao Keng 
is still fresh...
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Sima Oliseda, ~2100m

Bill’s Cave

2/7, ~1850m

Tras La Jayarda

53/5 TR2

Canals on Mars

Culiembro, ~400m

Choke Egbert, ~1040m

2/7 branch, ~575m

C3 to downstream 2/7 – 902m
Oliseda to 2/7 - 1,060m
Oliseda to Culiembro – 1,700m
2/7 to Culiembro gap – 465m

C3/C4







Thank you!
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