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"WE'VE got six members -
and one of them has a false 

es leg. Once it fell off halfway 
up a tree," said Mike 
Whyborn,50,afounder 
member of the Northampton 
Recreational Tree Climbing 
Club. 

1e Losing one's false leg 
while dangling on a rope and 
harness 50 feet up a chestnut 
tree is just one of the joys of 

!d the exciting new sport of 
"tree humping". 

As Woman's Realm 
reported from the front line, 
"tree humping" is all the 
rage in America, where 
whole families might hump 

together for an entire 
weekend. 

In Britain the sport is not 
just restricted to crusty 
bypass protesters. It first 
took :told in Northampton 
three years ago when Mike, a 
former lorry driver, was 
caught by his girlfriend, 
Viki Gibson, a 27-year-old 
French teacher, trying to 
climb up his own 
conservatory. "I thought 
he'd cracked," she said. 
"Then he took me to a wood 
and made me follow him up 
an oak." 

From such small 
beginnings, mighty 
adventures have grown. 
"When they are feeling 
particularly adventurous," 
said Woman' s Realm, "they 
spend a whole night up trees, 
strapped to the trunks in 
hammocks." Not 
surprisingly, it's not all 
plain sailing. 

"The only trouble," said 
Viki, who carries the 
sandwiches, "is that 
climbing trees takes over 
your life. 

"Wherever we go, Mike 
will nudge me, saying: 

11- _ Sk {cj~~-~~~at the bou h 
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N! 761. - BENAOJAN ( Milaga) 
CUEVA DE LA P l LETA ( Mon ume nto Nacional l 
Vista de l pueblo y e ntrad a a la cueva 
"El Pez" 
Interior . 
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